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Soul Asylum Poetry and Publishing Inc. is very honoured to be chosen by writer and 
illustrator Rupert Bazambanza to release his unique book, Smile Through The Tears. It 
is a graphic novel about one of the most horrific conflicts of the twentieth century – the 
Rwandan genocide of 1994. 
  

The author was a 19 year old in Rwanda at the time and 
narrowly escaped the fate of his neighbours. Those people are 
the central characters of this compelling story. Since moving to 
Canada, Rupert has been able to hone his skills as an illustrator 
and as a spokesman against genocide. He has been invited to 
speak at conferences and lectures on the subject in Canada and 
the U.S. It is only this year that Rupert made his first return 
trip to Rwanda as part of the Gathering of Forgiveness 
Conference on this, the 15th anniversary of the genocide. Smile 
Through the Tears has been reviewed and quoted numerous 
times by human rights organizations and has been selected as 
course material by universities. It can be ordered directly from 
the publisher and 30% of profits are held in trust for the 
children of Africa.  Reference: ISBN 978-0-9784909-2-8 

  
Rupert Bazambanza met in Toronto with Ken Cowle, President of Soul Asylum Poetry and 
Publishing Inc. and shortly thereafter asked that his book be reprinted and distributed by 
this independent Canadian publisher. Both men share a compassion for humanity that 
drives them to work tirelessly and to speak out. The format of the book is a 72 page 
graphic novel of 8.5 x 11 inches, completely illustrated by Rupert with captions in his own 
words. The visual style and simple story make this book appealing as introductory 
material for youth to venture into more mature themes. The content is profound and 
historically informative. The colonial roots of discrimination were a key factor in the 
circumstances surrounding the genocide and these are recounted. The publisher has 
released the English version for distribution, with the French version Sourire Malgré 
Tout available on demand. Rupert is developing another graphic novel that explores the 
traumatic aftermath of the genocide. 
 
Rupert is available for interview, conferences and classes with the goal of educating, 
encouraging tolerance and fighting against discrimination. Television and radio broadcast 
appearances are encouraged. Rupert speaks French fluently and uses a translator for 
English speaking audiences. Ken Cowle is an experienced guest on television and hosts 
and produces a weekly radio show of spoken word and music by independent artists. 
 
For interviews and appearances please contact the publisher. 
Publisher: Ken Cowle, President of Soul Asylum Poetry and Publishing Inc. 
Phone: 1-866-902-6655 
e-mail: authors@soulasylumpoetry.com 
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REFERENCES: 

“Bazambanza returned last week to the Rwandan capital, Kigali, to participate in a Gathering of 
Forgiveness conference, which aims to foster reconciliation and healing. The conference was organized 
by Rwandan entertainer Jean-Paul Samputu and MIZERO – which means “hope” in the Rwandan 
language – and was timed to coincide with the 15th anniversary of the genocide. 
Bazambanza’s trip was sponsored by the Ruth and Alex Dworkin Foundation of Canadian Jewish 
Congress, Quebec region (CJC), which, with Bazambanza, has found common cause in fighting the 
intolerance, hate and dehumanization of the other that have so often lead to mass slaughter” 
Canadian Jewish News, February 2009 

Rupert Bazambanza: Comics of Tolerance and Conflict Resolution. Graphic novelist and survivor of the 
Rwandan genocide. Friday February 15, 2008. 3.30pm. Room 013 Carpenter Hall. Presented in 
collaboration with the Writing Program at Dartmouth. 
The Leslie Center for the Humanities, Dartmouth College, New Hampshire, 2008 

At the opening vernissage on October 1st, invited guest speakers included Rupert Bazambanza, 
Rwandan genocide survivor, graphic artist and author of Smile Through the Tears , and Dr. Josée 
Leclerc, Professor of Creative Arts Therapies and Fine Arts at Concordia University.  As an art 
therapist, Dr. Leclerc discussed art and the creative process as transformative and therapeutic, 
explaining that the art produced in the context or aftermath of genocide challenges basic assumptions 
about identity and healing in times of crisis. Mr. Bazambanza spoke passionately about his experience 
as a genocide survivor and his work as a graphic artist who testifies about the tragedy of Rwanda. 
Through his vivid drawings, Mr. Bazambanza hopes to tell people what it is like to experience genocide 
in your own country: to see your country, your family and your entire life destroyed. "If it just happens 
again and again and we don't learn," he asked the audience, "what's it all for?"   
L’Exposition du genocide – McGill Faculty of Law – McGill Centre for Human Rights and Legal 
Pluralism; October 2007 

The George Washington University's Melvin Gelman Library presents "Smile Through the Tears: 
Bearing Witness to the Rwandan Genocide Through Comic Arts," a lecture featuring Rwandan graphic 
novelist Rupert Bazambanza, conflict mediation specialist Ellen Yamshon, and Steven Livingston, GW 
associate professor of media and public affairs and of international affairs. The event is a cooperative 
venture of the International Comic Arts Festival, the Canadian Embassy, and The Gelman Library 
System; October 2006 
 
International Comic Arts Festival – Washington, DC. USA. – October 2006 

CBC – The Arts Report – April 2004 
Montreal-based Rupert Bazambanza's Sourire malgré tout, or Smile Through the Tears, tells the story 
of the Rwanga family -- his friends who were killed in Rwanda a decade ago. Creating the book, which 
he began two years ago, has been a way for the artist to honour their memory. 

Montreal Institute for Genocide and Human Rights Studies – references Smile Through the Tears and 
shares additional political illustrations by Rupert Bazambanza. 


